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Heath, Jimmy (ts * real name: James Edward Heath; b: 25.Oct.1926, Philadelphia/PA {alt.date: 
15.Oct.1926, Philadelphia/PA [MusicHound]}; Lexikon: Feather [1960]; Companion [1987]; New 
Grove [1988]; rororo [1988]; Reclam [1989]; Dictionnaire [1988]; MusicHound [1999]; Rough Guide 
[1999]; vertical file: Jimmy HEATH [...2001,2006]) 
 
*** 
 
Don DeMichael: Jimmy Heath - "The Thumper" (Riverside), in: Down Beat, 27/8 (14.Apr.1960), p. 32, 34 
(R) 
 
John S. Wilson: Jimmy Heath - "Really Big!" (Riverside), in: Down Beat, 27/24 (24.Nov.1960), p. 26-27 (R) 
 
Pete Welding: The Return of Jimmy Heath, in: Down Beat, 28/5 (2.Mar.1961), p. 16-17 (F/I) 
 
Julian 'Cannonball' Adderley: On The Jazz Scene, in: New York Amsterdam News, 16.Apr.1961, p. 17 (F) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Lars Werner: The Jimmy Heath Orchestra - "Really Big" (Riverside), in: Orkester Journalen, 29/4 
(Apr.1961), p. 26 (R: 4 stars) 
 



Leonard G. Feather: Jimmy Heath - "The Quota" (Riverside), in: Down Beat, 28/21 (12.Oct.1961), p. 30 
(R) 
 
Jimmy Heath: "Big P". Combo Arrangement, in: Down Beat, 29/31 (1962), p. 45-47 (T) 
 
NN: Heath Makes It "Really Big!", in: Melody Maker, 1.Sep.1962, p. 7 
 
Jimmy Heath: Up Beat Arrangement. "Big 'P'", in: Down Beat, 29/31 (20.Dec.1962), p. 45-47 (T: band 
arrangement) [digi.copy] 
 
Harvey Pekar: Jimmy Heath - "Swamp Seed" (Riverside), in: Down Beat, 30/32 (19.Dec.1963), p. 32 (R) 
 
Jean French: It's Like This... Jean French Asks: "Some musicians have refused to work in some San 
Francisco clubs because of the costumes the waitresses are wearing which are bare to the waist. Do you 
feel that this would be too much competition for you?", in: Sounds & Fury, 1/4 (Feb.1966), p. 32-33 (short I 
with Roy Eldridge, Billy Higgins, hank Mobley, Clarence C. Sharpe, J.J. Johnson, Wayne Shorter, Al 
Cohn, Jimmy Heath, Blue Mitchell, Steve Kuhn, Toshiko Akiyoshi) 
 
Harvey Pekar: Jimmy Heath - "On the Traill" (Riverside), in: Down Beat, 33/10 (19.May 1966), p. 31 (R) 
 
Alain Gerber: Oh Heath!, in: Jazz Magazine, #162 (1969), p. 15 
 
Maurice Cullaz: Jimmy Heath et Michel Roques à l'O.R.T.F., in: Jazz Hot, 35/246 (1969), p. 11 (C) 
 
Mike Hennessey: Caught in the Act. Kenny Drew/Jimmy Heath, Club Montmatre, Copenhagen, Denmark, 
in: Down Beat, 37/2 (22.Jan.1970), p. 30 (C) 
 
Fred Norsworthy: Heard and Seen. Jimmy Heath and Hank Mobley, Slugs, New York City, in: Coda, 9/7 
(May/Jun.1970), p. 46 (C) 
 
Finn Slumstrup: Caught in the Act. Jimmy Heath, Jazz Tagskaegget, Aarhus, Denmark, in: Down Beat, 
37/20 (15.Oct.1970), p. 28-29 (C) 
 
Gary Giddins: Jimmy Heath - "The Gap Sealer", in: Down Beat, 39/18 (1972), p. 19-20 (R) 
 
John S. Wilson: Youthful Virtuosity Joins Experience, In Heath's Quintet, in: New York Times, 28.Jul.1972, 
p. 19 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
Herb Nolan: Jimmy Heath - "Love and Understanding", in: Down Beat, 41/1 (1974), p. 23 (R) 
 
Herb Nolan: Jimmy Heath - "Love and Understanding" (Muse), in: Down Beat, 41/1 (17.Jan.1974), p. 23 
(R) 
 
Leonard Feather: The Heath Bros. Together Again for the First Time, in: Down Beat, 42/17 (1975), p. 18-
20 
 
Leonard Feather: The Heath Bros. Together Again for the First Time, in: Down Beat, 42/17 (23.Oct.1975), 
p. 18-20 (I with Jimmy Heath, Percy Heath, Albert Heath) 
 
C. Panagiotakos: The Heath Brothers. Together Again, in: Jazz New England, 1/8 (Nov.1975), p. 14-16 
(F/I) 
 
NN: Jazzmobile Salutes Heath, in: Down Beat, 43/13 (1976), p. 11 
 
NN: Jazzmobile Workshop salutes Jimmy Heath, in: New York Amsterdam News, 8.May 1976, p. D7 (C) 
[digi.copy] 
 



NN: Musical Tribute for Jimmy Heath. Jazzmobile Concert Offers 'Suite' by Saxophonist, in: New York 
Times, 3.May 1976, p. 41 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
Bob Rosenblum: Jimmy Heath, in: Coda, #148 (Jun.1976), p. 2-3 (I) 
 
Hollie I. West: Heath Brothers. Musical Dreams, in: Washington Post, 12.Jun.1976, p. B7 (F/I with Jimmy 
Heath) [digi.copy] 
 
NN: Jazzmobile Salutes Heath, in: Down Beat, 43/13 (15.Jul.1976), p. 11 (short F) 
 
Bill Bennett: Caught. The Heath Brothers, Cramton Auditorium, Howard University, in: Down Beat, 43/16 
(7.Oct.1976), p. 39-40 (C) 
 
Valerie Wilmer: Jimmy Heath. A Policy of Non-Compromise, in: Valerie Wilmer: Jazz People, London 
1977 [book], p. 65-74 (F/I) 
 
Billy Taylor: Jimmy Heath, in: Jimmy Heath: A Collection of 31 Jimmy Heath Compositions, New York 
1978 [sheet music], p. [inside cover] (F) 
 
Jimmy Heath: A Collection of 31 Jimmy Heath Compositions, New York 1978 [sheet music] (T: lead 
sheets of "Angel Man"; "Big P"; "Bring It Home (To Me)"; "Cloak and Dagger"; "'D' Waltz"; "Downshift"; Far 
Away Lands"; "Funny Time"; "Gap Sealer"; "Gemini"; "Gingerbread Boy"; "God Is the One"; "Heads Up! 
Feet Down!"; "Heritage Hum"; "Ineffable"; "Lowland Lullaby"; "Mona's Mood"; "Nice People"; "One for 
Juan"; "Project 'S'"; "The Quota"; "Six Steps"; "Smilin' Billy"; "A Sound for Sore Ears"; "The Thumper"; 
"There's a Time and a Place"; "Togetherness"; "Two Tees"; "The Voice of the Saxophone"; "Wall to Wall"; 
"Waverly Street") 
 
NN: Watch Out. The Heath Brothers Are 'Passing Thru', in: Los Angeles Sentinel, 14.Dec.1978, p. B6A 
(F/I with Jimmy Heath, Percy Heath) [digi.copy] 
 
Bret Primack: Blindfold Test. The Heath Bros., in: Down Beat, 46/4 (22.Feb.1979), p. 35, 48 (BT: Booker 
Ervin: "Dee Da Do"; Weather Report: "Punk Jazz"; Andrew White: "Impressions"; Newport Rebels: 
"Mysterious Blues"; John Coltrane: "We Love to Boogie") 
 
Leonard Feather: Jazz. The Regrouping of the Heath Brothers, in: Los Angeles Times, 18.Feb.1979, p. 
N86 (F/I with Percy Heath, Jimmy Heath) [digi.copy] 
 
Bret Primack: The Heath Brothers. Bebop Above and Beyond the Fads, in: Down Beat, 46/6 
(22.Mar.1979), p. 16-17, 36-39 (F/I) 
 
Monica Davis: The Heath Brothers. Live at Free for All, in: Atlanta Daily World, 3.Jul.1980, p. 3 (F/I with 
Jimmy Heath, Percy Heath) [digi.copy] 
 
Leonard Feather & Conrad Silvert: Jazz World Remembers Bird, in: Down Beat, 47/8 (Aug.1980), p. 27 
(short I) 
 
W.A. Brower: The Heath Brothers, in: Jazz Times, Mar.1981, p. 10-12 
 
Owen McNally: Heath Brings Wind to Waterbury, in: The Hartford Courant, 15.Sep.1983, p. G28 (F) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Owen McNally: Jimmy Heath Fits Right In, in: The Hartford Courant, 21.Sep.1983, p. D5 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
Jon Pareles: Jazz. At Blue Note, Heath and Griffin Lead Groups, in: New York Times, 23.Nov.1984, p. 
C22 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
W. Royal Stokes: A Few Bars From Heath, in: Washington Post, 24.Sep.1985, p. B7 (F/I) [digi.copy] 



 
Larry Kart: Heath still wields his musical magic, in: Chicago Tribune, 7.Nov.1985, p. A8 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
John S. Wilson: Jimmy Heath Quartet Plays at Carlos, in: New York Times, 23.Dec.1985, p. C14 (C) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Marc Chenard: In Performance. Benson's and Hedges Superband, Le Spectrum, Montreal, in: Coda, #211 
(Dec/Jan.1986/1987), p. 31-32 (C) 
 
David Gross: Jimmy Heath, in: Saxophone Journal, 12/3 (Fall 1987), p. 10-15 (I) 
 
Bill McLarney: In Performance. Jimmy Heath Quartet, in: Coda, #216 (Oct/Nov.1987), p. 20 (C) 
 
Bill McLarney: Jimmy Heath Quartet, Atlanta, Georgia, in: Coda, #216 (Oct/Nov.1987), p. 20 (C) 
 
Mike Joyce: Performing Arts. Jimmy Heath, in: Washington Post, 29.Mar.1988, p. D4 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
John Fordham: Ronnie Scott's. Jimmy Heath, in: The Guardian, 26.Oct.1988, p. 46 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
Jeroen de Valk: Jimmy Heath. Reeks gemiste kansen, in: Jazz Nu, #122 (Dec.1988), p. 96-97 (F/I) 
 
Peter Watrous: Jimmy Heath's Brand of Be-Bop, in: New York Times, 9.Dec.1988, p. C33 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
Jimmy Heath: 1989 Artist in Residence, in: Saxophone Journal, 14/3 (Nov/Dec.1989), p. 6 ("I") 
 
J. Todd Cohen: Jimmy Heath's "C.T.A." A Saxophone Transcription, in: Down Beat, 57/2 (Feb.1990), p. 
56-57 (T) 
 
Martin Richards: Jimmy Heath. The Veteran Bebop Tenoris Interviewed, in: Jazz Journal, 43/5 (May 
1990), p. 6-9 (I) 
 
Peter Watrous: Pop/Jazz. Jimmy Heath Comes Into His Own, in: New York Times, 18.Oct.1991, p. C16 
(F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Ira Gitler: Live. Jimmy Heath with the American Jazz Orchestra, in: Jazz Times, 22/3 (Apr.1992), p. 46 (C) 
 
Bret Primack: Jimmy Heath. The Ascension of Little Bird, in: Jazz Times, 22/5 (Jun.1992), p. 32-33 (F/I) 
 
Stephanie Stein: Riffs. Jimmy Heath, in: Down Beat, 59/12 (Dec.1992), p. 13 (F/I) 
 
Peter Watrous: Jimmy Heath to the fore, in: New York Times, 18.May 1993, p. C18 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
Bret Primack: Standing in the Shadow. The Unsung Heroes, in: Jazz Times, 23/5 (Jun.1993), p. 28-30 (I 
about John Glenn, Jimmy Oliver, John Vaughan, Sonny Red, Don Byas) 
 
NN: Jimmy Heath Headlines Jazz Day At Kingfest, in: Atlanta Daily World, 8.Jul.1993, p. 6 (F: concert 
preview) [digi.copy] 
 
Björn Borgström: Heath trivdes i ungt gäng, in: Orkester Journalen, 62/1 (Jan.1994), p. 14-15 (F/I) 
 
Bret Primack: Sonny Rollins. Transcending the Standard, in: Jazz Times, 24/2 (Mar.1994), p. 36 (kurzes I 
über Sonny Rollins) [digi.copy] 
 
Félix W. Sportis: Jimmy Heath. Le professeur, in: Jazz Hot, #515 (Nov.1994), p. 36-39 (I) 
 
François & Yves Billard: Histoires du Saxophone: Castelnau-le-Lez/France 1995 [book: Climats], p. 223 
(short F) 



 
Ira Gitler: Live! Jimmy Heath, Iridium, NYC, in: Jazz Times, 26/2 (Mar.1996), p. 64 (C) 
 
Peter Watrous: Jimmy Heath's Birthday Gig, in: New York Times, 26.Oct.1996, p. 20 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
George E. Allen: Contributions of Philadelphia African American Musicians to American Jazz Music from 
1945 to 1960, Philadelphia 1997 [PhD thesis: Temple University], p. 19-22 (F) [digi.copy] 
 
Ira Gitler: Live. Jimmy Heath 70th Birthday Celebration, The Blue Note, New York, in: Jazz Times, 27/2 
(Mar.1997), p. 55 (C) 
 
Josef Woodard: Tales Out of School. Jimmy Heath, in: Jazz Times, 1998/1999 Jazz Education Guide, p. 
84 (I) 
 
Lewis Porter: John Coltrane. His Life and Music, Ann Arbor 1998 [book: University of Michigan Press], 
passim (F) 
 
Alan Nahigian: The Heath Brothers. You Can't Buy Experience, in: Down Beat, 65/1 (Jan.1998), p. 30-33 
(F/I) 
 
NN: Jimmy Heath to Be Honored at Alice Tully Hall, in: Jazz Educators Journal, 30/4 (Jan.1998), p. 27 (N) 
 
Willard Jenkins: The Heath Brothers. 3 at Last, in: Jazz Times, 28/1 (Feb.1998), p. 52-55, 143 (F/I) 
 
Scott Yanow: Los Angeles. The Remarkable Heath Brothers, in: (California) Jazz Now, 7/10 (Mar.1998), 
p. 17 (C) 
 
Reinhard Köchl: The Heath Brothers. Gemeinsam unschlagbar, in: Jazz Thing, #26 (Nov/Jan.1998/1999), 
p. 44 (F/I) 
 
Wolfram Knauer: The Heath Brothers - "Jazz Family" (Concord), in: Jazz Podium, 48/1 (Jan.1999), p. 74 
(R) 
 
Scott Yanow: Circa 1983. Heath Brothers - Together Again, At Long Last, in: Jazziz, 16/3 (Mar.1999), p. 
72 (F/I) 
 
Rob Reagan: Eyewitness Views. Faddis, Hampton and Heath, in: The Note, 11/2 (May 1999), p. 6-7 (C) 
 
Reinhard Köchl: Scene & Heard. Heath Brothers, Neuburg, in: Jazz Thing, #29 (Jun/Aug.1999), p. 122 (C) 
 
W. Royal Stokes: Living the Jazz Life. Conversations with Forty Musicians About Their Careers, in Jazz, 
New York 2000 [book: Oxford University Press], p. 137-141 (F/I) 
 
Batt Johnson: What Is This Thing Called Jazz. Insights and Opinions from the Players, Lincoln/NE 2001 
[book: Writer's Showcase/iUniverse], p. 245-257 (F/I: chapter "Jimmy Heath. 'Swing is anticipated beats 
with a lilt'") 
 
Bill Milkowski: Freddie Hubbard & Jimmy Hearth - "Jam Gems. Live at the Left Bank" (Label M), in: Jazz 
Times, 13/4 (May 2001), p. 123 (R) 
 
Aaron Cohen: Wisdom Through Experience. Professional Jazz Musicians Relate Stories and Advice on 
Jazz Education, in: Down Beat, 68/10 (Oct.2001), education supplement, p. 24 (short I) 
 
Gary Giddins: Master Class (Jimmy Heath), in: Village Voice, 31.Oct.2001 (F); reprint, in: Gary Giddins: 
Weather Bird. Jazz at the Dawn of Its Second Century, New York 2004 [book: Oxford University Press], p. 
390-394 (F) 
 



Gary Giddins: Weather Bird. Master Class. Jimmy Heath gets His Due, in: The Village Voice, 7.Nov.2001 
(F) [vert.file] 
 
Kenny Mathieson: Cookin'. Hard Bop and Soul Jazz, 1954-65, Edinburgh 2002 [book: Cannongate], p. 
240-255 (F: chapter "James Moody / Serge Chaloff / Jimmy Heath") 
 
Russell Carlson: Jimmy Heath at Home, in: Jazz Times, 32/2 (Mar.2002), p. 22-23 (F/I) 
 
Ted Panken: Rarefied Air. Jimmy Heath Lives as a Musical Giant with His True Tenor Sound, in: Down 
Beat, 69/5 (May 2002), p. 38-41 (F/I) 
 
Laurence Donohue-Greene: We Three Kings. The Heath Brothers, in: All About Jazz, #7 (Nov.2002), p. 9 
(F/I) 
 
NN: 2003 NEA Jazz Masters. Jimmy Heath, in: Jazz Education Journal, 35/4 (Jan/Feb.2003), p. A33 
(short F) 
 
Dan Oullette: Blindfold Test. The Heath Brothers, in: Down Beat, 70/2 (Feb.2003), p. 86, 81 (BT with 
Jimmy Heath, Percy Heath, Albert Heath: John Lewis: "Lyonhead"; Stefon Harris & Jacky Terrasson: "My 
Foolish Heart"; Benny Goodman Quartet: "Say It Isn't So"; Misha Mengelberg Quartet: 
"Hypochristmutreefuzz"; Illinois Jacquet: "Illinois Goes to Chicago"; Von Freeman: "If I Should Lose You") 
 
Rick Condit: The Heath Brothers. Giants of Jazz, in: Jazz Education Journal, 35/5 (Mar/Apr.2003), p. 42-
43, 45-48, 50-52 (F/I) 
 
Lawrence McClellan Jr.: The Later Swing Era, 1942 to 1955, Westport, CT 2004 [book: Greenwood 
Press], p. 222 (short F: biography) 
 
Ted Panken: Jimmy Heath on Dizzy Gillespie, in: Down Beat, 71/7 (Jul.2004), p. 28 (I) 
 
Dan Oullette: Family Affair. The Heath Brothers Swing Into Newport, in: Jazz Times, 34/6 (Aug.2004), JVC 
Jazz Festival supplement, p. 4, 6 (F/I with Jimmy Heath, Percy Heath, Albert Heath) 
 
Joseph Woodard: Jimmy Heath. A family affair, in: Jazz Hot, #615 (Nov.2004), p. 22-25 (F/I/D [by Guy 
Reynard]) 
 
James Farrell: Jimmy Heath. An Analysis and Study of His Tenor Saxophone Improvisational Style 
Between 1959 and 1998 Through Selected Transcriptions, Greeley/CO 2005 [PhD thesis: University of 
Nortnern Colorado], passim (F/A/T: "The 13th House"; "All the Things You Are"; "For Minors Only"; 
"Forever Sonny"; "Gingerbread Boy"; "New Picture"; "Nice People"; "Project 'S'"; "Soul Eyes"; "The Voice 
of the Saxophone"; "Wall to Wall"; "You Or Me") 
 
John Janowiak: Stars Allign. 25 Great Moments in Jazz Festival History. Arthur Taylor, Jimmy Heath, 
Jackie McLean et al., Tribute to Bud Powell, Kool Jazz Festival, New York City, 1985, in: Down Beat, 72/5 
(May 2005), p. 106 (F) 
 
Pannonica de Koenigswarter: Les Musiciens de jazz et leurs trois voeux, Paris 2006 [book: 
Buchet/Chastel; German translation as: "Die Jazzmusiker und ihre drei Wünsche", Stuttgart 2007: 
Reclam; English translation (original language) as: "Three Wishes. An Intimate Look at Jazz Greats", New 
York 2008: Abrams Image], p. 258 (short I) 
 
Ken Dryden: Jimmy Heath. Little Bird Still Soars, in: Hot House, Jan.2006 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
NN: IAJE Humanitarian Award - Jimmy Heath, in: Jazz Education Journal, 38/4 (Feb.2006), p. A33 (F) 
 
Jean Szlamowicz: Jimmy Heath, in: Jazz Hot, #630 (Jun.2006), p. 32-33 (F/I) 
 



Annette John-Hall: Sax man Jimmy Heath, 80, celebrating jazz and life, in: Philadelphia Inquirer, 
17.Oct.2006 (F/I) [vert.file] [digi.copy] 
 
Ted Panken: Dizzy's Disciples. Slide Hampton, Jimmy Heath, James Moody, John Lee and Claudio Roditi 
Discuss Their Mentor's Legacy, in: Down Beat, 73/10 (Oct.2006), p. 42-44, 45-47 (F/I with former Gillespie 
musicians) 
 
Owen Cordle: Jimmy Heath Big Band - "Turn Up the Heath" (Planet Arts), in: Jazz Times, 37/1 
(Feb.2007), p. 107 (R) 
 
Michael Roberts: Auditions. Up to his old tricks, in: Jazziz, 24/3 (Mar.2007), p. 50 (F/I) 
 
Nat Hentoff: Final Chorus. A Complete Jazzman. In his composing-arranging as well as in his playing, 
Jimmy has indeed embodied jazz's rainbow of sounds and stories, in: Jazz Times, 37/2 (Mar.2007), p. 82 
(F) 
 
Ross Boissoneau: Jimmy Heath Big Band – "Burn Up The Heath" (Planet Arts), in: Jazziz, 24/3 
(Mar.2007), p. 51 (R) 
 
Ted Panken: Jimmy Heath Big Band - "Turn Up The Heath" (Planet Arts 100560), in: Down Beat, 74/3 
(Mar.2007), p. 63 (R: 4 stars) 
 
Eric Nemeyer: Interview. Jimmy Heath, in: Jazz Improv, 3/2 (Aug.2007), p. 22-23 (I) [digi.copy] 
 
Anne-Laure Bucelle & Vincent Bessières & Alex Dutilh & Johnathan Duclos-Arkilovitch: 2008. Les 
musiciens de jazz et leurs trois voeux, in: Jazzman, #142 (Jan.2008), p. 33 (shirt I) 
 
Terry Perkins: Backstage With ... Jimmy Heath, in: Down Beat, 75/7 (Jul.2008), p. 15 (F/I) 
 
Eric Nemeyer: Interview. Jimmy Heath, in: Jazz Improv NY, 4/6 (Dec.2008), p. 51-53 (F/I with Jimmy 
Heath, Ira Gitler) [digi.copy] 
 
Ulrich Roth: Jimmy Heath. Kleiner Mann ganz groß, in: Jazz Podium, 57/12-58/1 (Dec/Jan.2008/2009), p. 
8-10 (F/I) 
 
Eric Fine: Autobiography Provides Crowded Picture of Jimmy Heath, in: Down Beat, 77/10 (Oct.2010), p. 
61 (B: "I Walked With Giants. The Autobiography of Jimmy Heath") [digi.copy] 
 
Bill Milkowski: Overdue Ovation. Jimmy Heath. The Endless Search, in: Jazz Times, 40/2 (Mar.2010), p. 
24-25 (F/I) 
 
Will Friedwald: A Jazz Colossus Steps Out, in: Wall Street Journal, 19.Jul.2010 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Owen Cordle: Seattle Repertory Jazz Orchestra – "Jimmy Heath. The Endless Search" (Origin), in: Jazz 
Times, 40/9 (Nov.2010), p. 63 (R) 
 
Arne Reimer: American Jazz Heroes. Jimmy Heath. Die beste Kombination der Welt ist Wissenschaft und 
Seele, in: Jazz Thing, #87 (Feb/Mar.2011), p. 62-63 (F/I) 
 
Greg Thomas: Jazz musicians Jimmy Heath, Benny Golson reminisce about olden days, before Heath 
Brothers play NYC, in: New York Daily News, 15.Mar.2011 (F/I with Jimmy Heath, Benny Golson) 
[digi.copy] 
 
 
 
 


