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Spalding, Esperanza (b,voc * vertical file: Esperanza SPALDING [2006-2007]) 
 
*** 
 
Mike Flynn: Hope springs eternal. Bassist Esperanza Spalding, a member of Joe Lovano's band, has also 
just released her debut 'Junjo'. A case of a new star in the making..., in: Jazzwise, #100 (Aug.2006), p. 8 
(F) 
 
Ben Ratliff: Music Review. Esperanza Spalding. She Leads, She Scats, She Plays a Mean Bass, in: New 
York Times, 30.Sep.2006 (C) [vert.file] [digi.copy] 
 
Mark Holston. With a Cuban Accent – "Junjo" (Ayva), in: Jazziz, 23/11 (Nov.2006), p. 56 (R) 
 
Mark Spratt: Bassist/teacher Spalding Juggles Success, in: Washington Post, 3.Jan.2007 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Dan Ouellette: Players. Esperanza Spalding. Upstart's Dance, in: Down Beat, 74/12 (Dec.2007), p. 28-29 
(F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Rik van Boeckel: Landschappen schetsen met Esperanza Spalding, in: Jazz Nu, 31/6 (Winter 2008), p. 
22-23, 25 (F/I) 
 



Dan Ouellette: The Question Is ... What do you think the recording landscape will look like when the CD 
era is gone?, in: Down Beat, 75/2 (Feb.2008), p. 56 (F/short I with Scott Kinsey, Bobby Sanabria, Eric 
Krasno, Esperanza Spalding, Michael Blake) 
 
Angela Ballhorn: Esperanza Spalding. She's the Bass!, in: JazzZeit, #72 (May/Jun.2008), p. 59 (F/I) 
 
Francisco Cruz: Bass Desire. Esperanza Spalding, in: Jazzman, #146 (May 2008), p. 18 (F/I) 
 
Stephen Humphries: Jazz Prodigy Esperanza Spalding Still Eager to Teach - and Learn. Bassist 
Esperanza Spalding  takes her Latin fusion mainstream, in: Christian Science Monitor, 30.May 2008 (F/I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
A.D. Amorosi: Esperanza Spalding - "Esperanza" (Heads Up), in: Jazz Times, 38/5 (Jun.2008), p. 110-111 
(R) 
 
Andrew Gilbert: Believe the Hype. Anat Cohen and Esperanza Spalding have the talent to outweigh the 
trends, in: Jazz Times, 38/5 (Jun.2008), JVC Jazz Festival 2008 - New York special, p. 4, 26 (F/I) 
 
Eric Nemeyer: Interview. Esperanza Spalding, in: Jazz Improv NY, 3/12 (Jun.2008), p. 42-43 (I) [digi.copy] 
 
Frank-John Hadley: Contrapuntal Calling. Esperanza Spalding Learns to Make Beautiful Music in Any 
Genre, in: Down Beat, 75/6 (Jun.2008), p. 52-54, 56-57 (F/I) 
 
Lee Hildebrand: Bassist Esperanza Spalding. Hope fulfilled, in: San Francisco Chronicle, 6.Jun.2008 (F/I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Rolf Thomas: Esperanza Spalding. Hoffnungsvolles Debüt, in: Jazz Thing, #84 (Jun/Aug.2008), p. 22 (F/I) 
 
Marcel Benedikt: Esperanza Spalding. Neuer Stern am Jazzhimmel, in: Jazz 'n' More, Jul/Aug.2008, p. 21 
(F) 
 
Ulrich Roth: Esperanza Spalding. Die große Hoffnung der jungen Jazzgeneration, in: Jazz Podium, 57/7-8 
(Jul/Aug.2008), p. 14-16 (F/I) 
 
Ken Micallef: Esperanza Spalding - "Esperanza" (Heads Up 3140), in: Down Beat, 75/8 (Aug.2008), p. 69 
(R: 4 stars) 
 
Klaus von Seckendorff: Das richtige Instrument. Die Bassistin und Sängerin Esperanza Spalding, in: 
Frankfurter Rundschau, 12.Aug.2008 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Don Heckman: New Visionaries. Esperanza Spalding. Bop-Trained Beyoncé?, in: Jazz Times, 38/7 
(Sep.2008), p. 42-44 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
David Romero: Esperanza Spalding. Bienvenida al jazz, in: Cuadernos de Jazz, #109 (Nov/Dec.2008), p. 
26-27 (F/I) 
 
Joy Sewing: Bassist, singer Esperanza Spalding is jazz's new note, in: Houston Chronicle, 27.May 2009 
(F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Reiner Kobe: Esperanza Spalding Quartet im Stadtcasino Basel, in: Jazz 'n' More, May/Jun.2009, p. 11 
(C) 
 
Ulfert Goeman: Triband und Esperanza Spalding. JazzToday als die kleine Schwester der JazzNights, in: 
Jazz Podium, 58/6 (Jun.2009), p. 51 (C) 
 
Gary Heimbauer: Esperanza Spalding, in: Jazz Inside NY, 1/1 (Aug.2009), p. 21 (I) [digi.copy] 
 



Kara Manning: Young and Restless. At 25, Esperanza Spalding is following her muse, wherever it may 
lead, in: Jazziz, 27/9 (Fall 2010), p. 48-52, 54-55 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Kees Smallegange: Esperanza Spalding creërt moderne kamermuziek. Kammermuziek is een 
muziekvorm de ik altijd een warm hart heb toegedragen, in: Jazz Nu, 33/5 (Fall 2010), p. 34-38 (F/I) 
 
Lissette Corsa: Esperanza Spalding – "Chamber Music Society" (Heads Up), in: Jazziz, 27/9 (Fall 2010), 
p. 79 (R) [digi.copy] 
 
Frédéric Goaty: La boite à musiques. Esperanza Spalding. Dans la amille "révélations", je voudrais la 
jeune femme. Son nom? Esperanza Spalding, contrebassiste et chanteuse qui vient de faire sensation sur 
la scène du New Morning (Paris), en attendant d'enflammer celles des festivals d'été 2010, in: Jazz 
Magazine, #610 (Jan.2010), p. 17 (BT: Pat Metheny Group: "The First Circle"; Patti Austin: "Baby, Come 
to Me"; A Tribe Called Quest: "Check The Rhime"; Prince: "Somewhere Here On Earth") 
 
John Colapinto: New Note. Esperanza Spalding's music, in: The New Yorker, 15.Mar.2010, p. 32-39 (F/I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Tara Dooley: Esperanza Spalding sings her brand of jazz, in: Houston Chronicle, 13.Apr.2010 (F/I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Chris Barton: Esperanza Spalding, liberation fighter for jazz. The 25-year-old bassist is rapidly gaining 
listeners. Among them, her favorites might be the 5-year-olds she introduces to free jazz, in: Los Angeles 
Times, 12.Jun.2010 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
NN: Esperanza Spalding on Jazz, Google and Playing with Prince, in: Wall Street Journal, 7.Jul.2010 (F/I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Andy Robson: Songs of innocence and experience. Esperanza Spalding has become a key part of Joe 
Lovano's Us5 band and as a leader returns with her most ambitious album to date, Chamber Music 
Society, in: Jazzwise, #145 (Sep.2010), p. 32-35 (F/I) 
 
Dan Ouellette: Esperanza Spalding. In Full Orbit. Esperanza Spalding buoys with moxie-plus, high-octane 
ebullience, spirited determination and respectful humility in the face of the jazz legacy, in: Down Beat, 77/9 
(Sep.2010), p. 28-30, 32, 24-25 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Frédéric Goaty: L'Esperanza fair vivre. Avec "Chamber Music Society" et, bientôt, "Radio Music Society", 
Esperanza Spalding conforme, comme son prénom lÄindique, tous les espoirs que l'on avait récemment 
placés en elle. Rencontre avec une contrebassiste-chanteuse qui ne s'en laisse conter que par celles et 
ceux qu'elle admire, in: Jazz Magazine, #617 (Sep.2010), p. 24-27 (F/I) 
 
Jeff Tamarkin: Esperanza Spalding – "Chamber Music Society" (Heads Up), in: Jazz Times, 40/7 
(Sep.2010), p. 70 (R) 
 
Patrick Cole: Esperanza Spalding Detours From Jazz to Spiced-Up Chamber Music. Interview, in: 
<www.bloomberg.com>, 29.Sep.2010 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Reinhard Köchl: Esperanza Spalding. Jazz für das iPod-Zeitalter, in: Jazz Thing, #85 (Sep/Oct.2010), p. 
52-54 (F/I) 
 
Rolf Thomas: Esperanza Spalding. Komponieren ist wie Malen. Virtose Bassistin, charmante Frau – und 
vielseitige Sängerin. Sie ist bereits ein Star, obwohl sie mit "Chamber Music Society" erst ihre dritte Platte 
veröffentlicht. Doch scheinbar hat die Welt auf jemanden wie Esperanza Spalding gewartet, in: Jazzthetik, 
24/9-10 (Sep/Oct.2010), p. 22-24 (F/I) 
 
Nadine Rubin Nathan: Rocking the Classics. Vintage Shopping With the Bassist Esperanza Spalding, in: 
New York Times, 22.Oct.2010 (F/I) [digi.copy] 



 
Jerry Shriver: Esperanza Spalding stands tall, hair and all, in: USA Today, 27.Jan.2011 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Federico Scoppio: Focus. Cercare ul pubblico è trovate l'equilibrio. Esperanza Spalding, in: Musica Jazz, 
67/1 (Jan.2011), p. 12-15 (F/I) 
 
John Robert Brown: Esperanza Spalding. Up to snuff. There was Slam Stewart and then there was 
Esperanza Spalding. John Robert Brown tunes into the latest edition of the singing bassist, in: Jazz 
Journal, 64/1 (Jan.2011), p. 10-11 (F/I) 
 
NN: Esperanza Spalding Reaches Wider Audience Her Way, in: New York Times, 10.Feb.2011 (F/I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
NN: Bieber Fans Attack Esperanza Spalding's Wikipedia Page, in: <www.gawker.com>, 13.Feb.2011 (F) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Christopher John Farley: Esperanza Spalding on Her Best New Artist Grammy Win, in: Wall Street 
Journal, 14.Feb.2011 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Jeff Saunders: Managing the 'Best New Artist'. Macedonia manager works with Grammy winner, in: The 
News Leader, 24.Feb.2011 (F/I with Spalding's mamanger Dave Love) [digi.copy] 
 
Ian Drew: Esperanza Spalding. "Prince Gives Me a lot of Advice", in: Us Magazine, 10.Mar.2011 (I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Michael Gonzales: 'Who Is Esperanza Spalding?' That's was the question on everybody's lips when 
Spalding picked up a Grammy Award in February. The answer? She has been called one of the greatest 
talents jazz has ever seen and counts President Obama and Prince among her biggest fans, in: The 
Telegraph, 27.Mar.2011 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Nate Chinen: The Gig. Best New Artist, Brave New World. Esperanza Spalding just might be the most 
prominent so-called "post-racial" jazz musician on the scene, in: Jazz Times, 41/3 (Apr.2011), p. 12 (F) 
 
Tony Mottola: Esperanza Who? A Jazz Artist Breaks Through at the Grammy Awards, in: Jersey Jazz, 
39/4 (Apr.2011), p. 6 (F) [digi.copy] 
 
Angelique van Os: Fenomeen. Jazz' hoop Esperanza Spalding. "Ik ben op ontdekkingsreis", in: Jazzism, 
#4 (Jun/Jul.2011), p. 52-57 (F/I) 
 
Frank Keil: Bassistin träumt tief. Esperanza Spalding entzückt beim Jazz- und Kammerkonzert auf 
Kampnagel, in: Welt Online, 7.Jul.2011 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
Frédéric Goaty: Esperanza Spalding. Les amateurs de jam session tangentielles sont sur le qui-vive. La 
contrebassiste jouera à Paris le lendemain du concert de Prince au Stade de France et à Rotterdam en 
meme temps quelui. Un petit coup de fil pour en savoir plus sur les relations entre l'espoir no I du jazz et 
le quinquagénaire infatigable? Ne raccrochez pas: c'est ici, in: Jazz Magazine, #627 (Jul.2011), p. 10-11 
(F/I) 
 
Gudrun Endress: Esperanza Spalding. It is possible to sing and play the bass, in: Jazz Podium, 60/7-8 
(Jul/Aug.2011), p. 22 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Jay Harvey: Fress off a Grammy win over Justin Bieber, jazz artist breaks mold, in: Indianapolis Star, 
3.Oct.2011 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Howard Reich: Can Esperanza Spalding lure new audiences to jazz?, in: Chicago Tribune, 4.Oct.2011 
(F/I) [digi.copy] 
 



Joseph Stromberg: Musician Esperanza Spalding Donates Nobel Dress to the American History Museum, 
in: Smithsonian Mag, 17.Oct.2011 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Nikki Schwab & Katy Adams: Esperanza says 'yes' to giving the Smithsonian her dress, in: Washington 
Examiner, 17.Oct.2011 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Erin Williams: Esperanza Spalding donates Nobel Prize dress to Smithsonian, in: Wasnington Post, 
18.Oct.2011 (F) [digi.copy] 
 
Shaun Brady: Jazz Artist of the Year. Esperanza Spalding. Breaking Boundaries, in: Down Beat, 78/12 
(Dec.2011), p. 40-42 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Ben Ratliff: leaderless, A Hybrid Swings Forward. Geri Allen, Esperanza Spalding, Terri Lyne Carrington, 
in: New York Times, 12.Jan.2012 (C) [digi.copy] {filed under "Terri Lyne CARRINGTON"} 
 
Abigail Pesta: Esperanza Spalding. A Day in the Life of a Jazz Star. No TV, no texting - and she goes to 
bed on time. It’s no surprise Esperanza Spalding remains one of the hardest-working young musicians in 
years, in: The Daily Beast, 13.Feb.2012 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Nekesia Mumbi Moody: Esperanza invites pop to her realm with new record, in: San Francisco Chronicle, 
22.Mar.2012 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Josef Engels: Alle Macht den Bässen. Bei den Grammys hängte sie sogar Justin Bieber ab. Esperanza 
Spalding zeigt: Die Zukunft des Jazz ist weiblich, in: Welt Online, 23.Mar.2012 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Imogen Tilden: Esperanza Spalding. "I want to dig into Welsh poetry." The jazz bassist and singer on 
hanging out with prince, meeting her hero Yo-Yo Ma and getting in touch with her Welsh roots, in: The 
Guardian, 29.Mar.2012 (I) [digi.copy] 
 
Frédéric Goaty: Esperanza allume la radio. Avec "Radio Music Society", Esperanza Spalding franchit un 
cap et signe un disque-manifeste ambiteux, positif et lumineux enregistré avec ceux qu'elle considère 
comme sa "famille", de Joe Lovano à Jack DeJohnette en passant par Q-Tip, Jef Lee Johnson, Terri Lyne 
Carrington et Gretchen Parlato. Rencontre avec une musicienne qui n'a pas fini de faire parler d'elle, in: 
Jazz Magazine, #635 (Mar.2012), p. 2023 (F/I) 
 
Mike Flynn: On Your Wavelength. At her most outgoing and extrovert "Radio Music Society" by Esperanza 
Spalding, released later this month, comes after a momentous year during which the bassist and singer 
has scaled some remarkable heights – and she's only just begun, in: Jazzwise, #161 (Mar.2012), p. 32-34 
(F/I) 
 
Larry Blumenfeld: Cultural Conversation. Rallying the Bass. With her Best New Artist Grammy now firmly 
in hand and a new album just released, audiences are asking Esperanza Spalding..., in: Wall Street 
Journal, 2.Apr.2012 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Rolf Thomas: Intro. Esperanza Spalding. Mission Radio, in: Jazz Thing, #93 (Apr/May 2012), p. 10 (short 
I) 
 
Tobias Richtsteig: Esperanza Spalding. "Die Leute sind viel offener als du dir vorstellen kannst, in: Jazz 
Podium, 61/4 (Apr.2012), p. 13 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
 
 
 


