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Wess, Frank (ts * real name: Frank Wellington Wess; b: 4.Jan.1922, Kansas City/MO; Lexikon: 
Feather [1958]; Feather [1960]; Companion [1987]; New Grove [1988]; Rororo [1988]; Reclam 
[1989]; Dictionnaire [1988,1995]; MusicHound [1999]; Rough Guide [1999]; vertical file: Frank 
WESS [2002]) 
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E. Jackson: Frank Wess Quintet – "Basie Ain't Here", in: Melody Maker, 30/1107 (1954), p. 8 (R) 
 
Max Jones & Sinclair Traill: Who's Who in the Basie Band. Frank Wellington Wess, in: Melody Maker, 
30/1071 (1954), p. 9 
 
André Clergeat & N. Remy: Autour de l'Orchestre Count Basie. Quelques notes sur..., in: Jazz Hot, #87 
(Apr.1954), p. 11 (F) 
 
Raymond Horricks: Three Pied Pipers, in: Jazz Journal, 8/1 (Jan.1955), p. 3 (F: Bud Shank, Gigi Gryce, 
Frank Wess) 
 
E. Jackson: Frank Wess – "Opus de Jazz", in: Melody Maker, 24.Nov.1956, p. 13 (R) 
 
Demetre Ioakimidis: 1 Frank + 1 Frank = 2 Franks, in: Jazz Hot, #120 (1957), p. 10-11 



 
Raymond Horricks: Frank Wess, in: Raymond Horricks: Count Basie and His Orchestra. Its Music and its 
Musicians, London 1957 [book], p. 221-232 (F) 
 
F. Dixon: Frank Wess leads the flute revival, in: Melody Maker, 20.Apr.1957, p. 6 
 
Joachim Ernst Berendt: Frank (Wess) flötet Jazz, in: Die Schallplatte, #3 (Mar.1958), p. 12-13 
 
Werner L. Fritsch (ed.): Count Basie und seine Welterfolge, Hamburg 1960 [sheet music] (T: piano solo 
arrangement of "Half Moon Street" [p. 6-7]; "Segue in C" [p. 14-15]) 
 
Leonard G. Feather: "Frank Wess Wuartet" (Prestige/Moodsville), in: Down Beat, 28/4 (16.Feb.1961), p. 
38 (R) 
 
Stanley Dance: Wess points, in: Down Beat, 32/21 (1965), p. 28, 39 
 
Don DeMichael: Frank Wess - "The Award Winner" (Mainstream), in: Down Beat, 32/6 (11.Mar.1965), p. 
30 (R) 
 
Stanley Dance: Wess Points, in: Down Beat, 32/21 (7.Oct.1965), p. 28, 39-40 (F/I); response, by Stanley 
Dance, in: Down Beat, 32/27 (30.Dec.1965), p. 10 (letter) 
 
Doug Ramsey: Frank Wess - "Flute of the Loom" (Enterprise), in: Down Beat, 41/3 (14.Feb.1974), p. 22 
(R) 
 
Peter Keepnews: Coleman Hawkins & Frank Wess - "The Commodore Years. The Tenor Sax" (Atlantic), 
in: Down Beat, 41/7 (11.Apr.1974), p. 23-24 (R) 
 
Owen Cordle: Frank Wess - "I Hear Ya Talkin'" (Savoy); Frank Wess & Johnny Coles - "Two at the Top" 
(Uptown) , in: Down Beat, 51/10 (Oct.1984), p. 41-43 (R) 
 
Gérard Moreau: Signé Jazz, Bordeaux 1985 [book: Editions du Ponant], p. 82 (very short F/drawing of the 
artist) 
 
Peter Stevens: Frank Wess – "I Hear Ya Talkin'", in: Coda, #203 (Aug.1985), p. 30 (R) 
 
Richard Cook: Frank Foster & Frank Wess – "Frankly Speaking", in: The Wire, #23 (Jan.1986), p. 53 (R) 
 
NN: A Gala All-Star Benefit Concert for the Harlem Youth Orchestra Unlimited, New York 1988 [program 
booklet: Harlem Youth Orchestra Unlimited] (F) 
 
Tilmann Dehnhard: Frank Wess, in: Tilmann Dehnhard: Die Flöte im Jazz. Ein Überblick anhand von zwölf 
ausgewählten Solotranskriptionen, Berlin 1994 [Examensarbeit], p. 6-9; Anhang (A/T: Flute Juice) 
 
Bret Primack: Forever Young. Examining Lester's Legacy, in: Jazz Times, 24/5 (Jun.1994), p. 44-49 
(kurzes I) 
 
Monk Rowe & Michael Woods: Frank Wess, in: Hamilton Jazz Archive Oral History Project 
<www.hamilton.edu/jazzarchive>, 29.May 1995 (I) [digi.copy] 
 
Chip Deffaa: Frank Wess, Frank Foster, in: Chip Deffaa: Jazz Veterans. A Portrait Gallery, Fort Bragg/CA 
1996 [book: Cypress House], p. 98-99 (F) 
 
Jim Ferguson: Frank Wess & Frank Vignola - "Without a Doubt" (Koch), in: Jazz Times, 31/1 (Feb.2001), 
p. 123-124 (R) 
 



Marc Löhrwald: Anmerkungen zur Stilistik des Flötenspiels von Frank Wess unter besonderer 
Berücksichtigung seiner Spielweise für die Entwicklung des "Doubling", Hamburg 2001 [diploma thesis: 
privately published] (A/T: "Spring Is Here") 
 
Paul de Barros: Wess is more than a jazz character; he still casts horn magic at 80, in: The Seattle Times, 
14.Jun.2002 (F/I) [vert.fole] [digi.copy] 
 
Ted Panken: Recollections of Basie. Frank Wess and a Road Life of Swing, in: Down Beat, 70/3 
(Mar.2003), p. 52-55 (F/I) 
 
Lawrence McClellan Jr.: The Later Swing Era, 1942 to 1955, Westport, CT 2004 [book: Greenwood 
Press], p. 312-313 (short F: biography) 
 
Lou Lozzi: Frank Wess Quintet, in: Jersey Jazz, Apr.2004, p. 12-13 (F) 
 
NN: Kudos to Phil, Frank & Dan, in: The Note, 15/3, #41 (Fall 2006), p. 18-19 (F: NEA Jazz Master) 
 
Pannonica de Koenigswarter: Les Musiciens de jazz et leurs trois voeux, Paris 2006 [book: 
Buchet/Chastel; German translation as: "Die Jazzmusiker und ihre drei Wünsche", Stuttgart 2007: 
Reclam; English translation (original language) as: "Three Wishes. An Intimate Look at Jazz Greats", New 
York 2008: Abrams Image], p. 267 (short I) 
 
NN: 2007 NEA Jazz Masters. Frank Wess, in: Jazz Education Journal, 39/4 (Feb.2007), p. C12, C14 (F) 
 
Matt Schudel: A Sax Man Plays an Encore in the Key of D.C., in: Washington Post, 16.Nov.2008 (F/I) 
[digi.copy] 
 
Ken Micallef: Backstage With ... Frank Wess, in: Down Beat, 76/8 (Aug.2009), p. 19 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Kirk Silsbee: Frabk Wess Nonet - "Once Is Not Enough" (Labeth Music 101), in: Down Beat, 76/8 
(Aug.2009), p. 50 (R: 4 stars) [digi.copy] 
 
Jimmy Heath & Joseph McLaren: I Walked With Giants. The Autobiography of Jimmy Heath, Philadelphia 
2010 [book: Temple University Press], passim (F) 
 
Yvonne Ervin: The Non-Retiring Frank Wess, in: Hot House, Oct.2010l, p. 31 (F/I) [digi.copy] 
 
Will Friedwald: Some Swinging Stalwarts and Surprises. Frank Wess Quintet, Birdland, in: Wall Street 
Journal, 9.Dec.2011 (C) [digi.copy] 
 
 
 
 


